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injury-prone season so far, tickets sales are 
reportedly on the rise, due in no small part to the tabloid-fueled fame of the star and his ex-Spice 
Girl wife, Victoria.  
 
Locally, soccer seems primed for a comeback in 2008. Silicon Valley soccer fans were thrilled 
when Major League Soccer (MLS) commissioner Don Garber announced on Jul. 17 that the 
league had accepted Lew Wolff’s proposal to have the San Jose Earthquakes play in the league’s 
2008 season. Wolff, who along with John Fisher owns the Oakland A’s, has again partnered 
with Fisher in co-ownership of the Earthquakes.  
 
Since acquiring the team (or more accurately, the rights to put the team together), Wolff has 
been heavily involved in negotiations to build a 20,000-seat soccer-specific stadium on Coleman 
Avenue, adjacent to Mineta San Jose International Airport. In fact, prior to shelling out the 
reported $15 million cost of an MLS franchise, Wolff indicated he would obtain the team only 
on the condition that it have a purpose-built soccer stadium to call home.  
 
The proposal to use the 75-acre plot of city-owned Coleman Avenue land for such a stadium has 
its critics, as use of the land would require the contentious rezoning of another parcel of land in 
Edenvale. The San Jose City Council will meet again later this year to continue discussion of the 
proposal.  
 
Soccer Silicon Valley vice president Jay Hipps hopes the Coleman Avenue stadium will get the 
green light. “I think it’s a great location, for a lot of reasons. One, it’s at a nice little transit hub, 
there’s a Caltrain stop there, and I guess in the future theoretically there will be a BART station 
somewhere around there.  
 
“It’s also land that the city owns,” Hipps adds. “It’s not like the land could be used for housing –
it’s a little too close to the airport. But it’s perfect for a stadium, which is going to be a loud, fun 
environment anyway.”  
 
Whether or not the stadium goes ahead, not to mention how long it will take to build, remains to 
be seen. But there’s one thing Hipps is sure of: Beckham’s presence in the league will attract 
more fans to pro soccer. “It’s obvious that he’s bringing out huge numbers of people, and some 
of that is going to be people who are interested in celebrity, or people who want to see his latest 
hairstyle.  
 
“I think overall, though, it’s still a good thing,” Hipps continues. “Because there are some 
people who are going to come out and discover that MLS is entertaining, and it can give you a 
unique sports experience.”  
 
So the Beckham effect could just mean Silicon Valley soccer fans old and new will be able to 
enjoy games in a shiny new 20,000-seat stadium. Stay tuned to The Wave Magazine for further 
developments. But if you’re more interested in Beckham’s latest hairstyle or Posh’s latest 
ensemble, you might need to renew your US Weekly subscription.  
 

 
Armageddon Pills 
When traveling the world, always pack 
peanut M&Ms. 
 
After hearing the story of the Higham family, 
you’ll never look at the chocolate-y, peanut-y 
treats the same way again. 
 
It was a bag of the humble candies that saved 
the Higham family from near starvation when 
they were stranded in the middle of the 
Bolivian salt flats. That’s how they came to 
call the colorful candies “Armageddon 
Pills” (which also happens to be the name of 
their forthcoming book).  
 
So just what was a Mountain View family of 
four – September Higham, her husband, John, 
and their two children, Jordan (then eight) and 
Katrina (then 11) – doing on the Bolivian salt 

 



flats? The intrepid family decided to pack up 
their life in June 2005 and travel the world for a year. It was no flight of fancy, but something 
September and John, both avid travelers, had planned since before they had children. “The kids 
had known about this since they were little. Before they could talk, we had already planned this 
trip,” she recalls. 
 
Having been home for a year, the family is now sharing their story to let people know this kind 
of travel is a lot more affordable than people might think. “The main message we like to get 
across to people is ‘It’s doable for normal families,’” September says. “People immediately 
think that we must be rich, to be able to just not work for a year and travel around the world. But 
we just had this mindset for many, many years that we were saving for this trip. 
 
“People will spend $50,000 to landscape the backyard, or $25,000 on a minivan. It only cost us 
$120,000 to be on the road for a year. The money is available to middle class families, 
especially in this area, if they choose to allocate their money that way.”  
 
As for taking their kids out of school, September thinks the world makes an excellent classroom. 
“Your kids are going to be fine if you pull them out of school. In some sense they got a little bit 
better education being gone,” she notes. “My daughter read 111 books when she was gone. 
When she came home she went straight into seventh grade, and that whole year she read four 
books outside of the classroom.”  
 
Having survived their adventures in Bolivia, the family visited 28 countries during their 52-
week global tour. But, September notes, they have yet to visit Russia, India and Australia. “We 
definitely have some serious traveling we still need to do.” 

The Higham family will give a multimedia presentation about their yearlong adventure on Oct. 
30 at 7pm, at REI Mountain View, 2450 Charleston Rd., Mountain View (650) 969-1938 
www.rei.com. Bring your own M&Ms. To read more about them, go to 
www.armageddonpills.com. 
 
*This Article appeared in Volume 7, Issue 10 of The Wave Magazine.  
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