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The site name refers to a
of M&Ms that sustained
e family while it was strand-

on the Bolivian salt flats.
“It's definitely an interest-
that they traveled
world with the entire fami-
" said Sarah Shier, REl's
treach and events adminis-
r for the Bay Area. “It can
others who have

ith preparation and a rea-
nable set of ctations for
our kids, t’.hee,qlz;giwms say
Su're thinking about taking
te family to Euvope for a
nth, there are guidelines
iorth following,

The Highams planned well
| advance. They began saving
v their trip 10 years earlier,
g their kids involved in
" g whether the family
hould spend money on an ac-
Wity or sock it aw% They
adge the trip.
On a large wall map in their
asement, each of them
larked placec in the world
ey wanted to visit.

connected us,” said
, an derospace engineer.
metting your kids sold at an
irly age — getting them com-
litted to it and excited - is
:,tan n
wther was making sure
a and Jordan kept up
ith schoolwork, even though
bth would be missing a year
|the classroom.
|The Highams put an empha-
8 on math but also insisted
jat their kids keep journals to
jeument their experiences
id practice their writing.
ey made sure Katrina and
dan had plenty of books to
d for entertainment (Katvi-
read 11 books during the
away from home).
ery month, September’s
he mailed sections of
texthooks and kept the
well stocked with ot.her
ading books.
Assoona.swegotupand
id brealkfast, it was school
iire “We only
;-- an hour and a half on

The globe-trotting Highams at Machu Picchuiin Pertl.

school every morning, but we
were consistent and there
were 1o excuses, unless we
were catchmg abus at 6 in the
morning.’
Both children moved on
with their class when they re-
turned to Mountain View: Ka-
trina passed a required math
test before school started.

But the real education, they
said, came every day as they
traveled — meeting people,
observing cultures, trying dif-
ferent foods, visiting museums
and landmarks.

“We wanted this trip to
change our children’s lives,”
September said. “We believe it

change the way t.hey vote,
the way they treat immigrants
who come to this country. We
want our children to

those things out for them-
selves, and tra for a year
is part of our wanting to edu-
cate them that way.

“We don't need to tell them
how to think about war be-
cause they've been to Cambo-
dia and seen the killing fields.
They've seen what war can do
toa wuutry ;- i

Those experiences left an
1m§ressmn on the children.

It kind of made me realize
what's going on in the world,”
said Katrina, now 13. “We saw
a lot of poverty. I saw a lot of
kids who don't have as much
as I do. But a lot of people
want to he]}a you. Most every-
oneis good.”

The Highams learned about |/

The innkeeper, hawwer,

tural tourism to ask if anyone
there could offer a suggestion.
There was nothi the could
do, she was told, some-
one thought of somethmg, they
wnuld her know.

“Half an hour later, someone
found me and said, ‘We opened
our safe and found $100.
Would you like to borrow it?

With the money, John tray-
eled five hours by bus to the
nearest ATM and returned to
nepﬁvt.he loans.

t had been just one per-
gl;l; whtc:} dlcllmtl]l;t. it wuu;.lﬁ hal\';\e

n fouc enough,” he
said. “But it was three people
on three separate occasions
who lent us money, which to us
ggs more tltgan a comclde:g]e

e irony of being amo; e

gcﬁgt ﬁpleﬁvm ge nﬁ%ur]d

charity from the V-
erished was not lost onus.

There were other worri-
some moments. Katrina broke
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Jordan Higham has
a close encounter
with atoucan in
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her leg six weeks into the trip
wiule in Switzerland, forcing

the family to give up its plans
of bieycling to Istanbul. Jordan

~ was slowed by altitude sick-

ness while climbing the Inca
Trailin

Peru.
And when the kids had sim-
ply seen too many museums or
vnmted too many castles, their
parents made compromises.
“Seeing one or two castles is
fine, or one or two cathedrals
is ﬁne 2 September sa:d. “The
g 2, b
is that you
see a whole different piece of a
country than you would other-

wise,
“Kids want to hang out at
publie pools. They're just born
that way. And when you do
that around the worKi you
meet the most mterestmg peo-
ple and ﬁmuhes You meet peo-
ple who have nothing to do
with the bourlst industry, and
that's not something that hap-
pens when you travel with just
ad%ht: Highams friends
say

and family still ask them. why:
they did it. Buf they say it was
a valiable experience — one

would do again.
w your kids 24
hours a day — for some people

SCANDIA TRAVEL UNLMITED

the kindness of others while | mcsiSsamiia

visiting the small town of
Lushoto in the Usambara
Mountains of eastern Tanza-
nia. They had just $9 in cash
— and not an ATM machine in

sight.

Worried about paying for a
hoteland food, John wandered
into the town square, There,
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TIPS FOR TAKING
THE KIDS ALONG it

Thinking about anextended
trip with the kids? John and /
September Higham, who .
traveled the world with their.
two children, Ufferﬂ'lesetlpa

getssickurrmt—be Vy
prepared to make adjustments | -
toyour travel schedule. 1,

kidsmissmgsehonl. There'sa
lot to be learned on the road,a

lot of life lessons that aren't
gningtuhappenanyoﬁer
way," says September Higham.

B Take it slowly. Stay away.
from package tours, whschcan
belong and tedious. Children.
don't haueﬂnstamfna_

can seeand hearwhat'sgnhg i
. on,” September says. ¥

that would be a trip to hell a.nd
back” September said. “It's, -
“not for everybody. But don't’| il
underestimate the power of »
your kids to be flexible and en- .,
Joy }‘.;hemse%ves wherever they.
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