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GPS Adds Dimension to Online Photos

GPS Location Adds Dimension to Online Photos, With Geotagging Practice to Grow With Devices
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This screenshot from SmugMug.com shows photos from John Higham's
round-the-world trip tagged by location on the photo-sharing site. The
pins on the world map show the location where some his photos were .
made; the featured one is from China's Great Wall and is tagged to the Connect with
spot on the map for Beijing. (AP Photo/SmugMug.com, John Hingham) Newsmakers
By ANICK JESDANUN AP Internet The Associated Press
Writer
NEW YORK Jan 19, 2008 (AP)
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Typically, a Share

photographer carries

a standard GPS device that records
location and altitude data every few
seconds. That information then is
matched with the time stamp on
photos, using software like Pretek
Inc.'s RoboGEO.

Devices that already support
geotagging include some GPS-
enabled camera phones from Sprint
Nextel Corp. and a newly unveiled
gadget from Pharos Science &
Applications Inc. High-end cameras
from Nikon Corp. and Ricoh Co. can
directly connect to GPS devices,
while the upcoming PhotoFinder
from ATP Electronics Inc. will write
GPS information directly on a
camera's memory card.

And photo-sharing services like
SmugMug, Google Inc.'s Picasa and
Panoramio and Yahoo Inc.'s Flickr
let you manually add photos to a
map. Zoom in to New York's
Central Park, for instance, to find
individual photos taken at
Strawberry Fields and other
landmarks.

Google, meanwhile, extended
geotagging to its YouTube video-
sharing site last summer.

Professional aerial photographer Allan Goldstein gave up selling
archival images from the Chicago area years ago, finding specific
photos too cumbersome to locate on demand. He started the
business again in October after discovering he could simply tag
each image with its GPS coordinates.

But relatively few photos are posted with location information yet

Flickr estimates 5 percent.

There are privacy considerations, and the failure of satellite-
dependent GPS to work reliably indoors. Also complicating
matters is the fact that GPS devices tag the location of the
photographer, while the landmark being photographed could be
miles away (British entrepreneur Richard Jelbert attempts to
solve that by embedding a compass that can help calculate the

landmark's actual location.)

But most importantly, geotagging still typically involves carrying
an extra gadget and fiddling with software on a computer back

home.
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becoming omnipresent as more cell
phones and digital cameras have
built-in GPS support.

"It's something that will become
integral to the way digital imaging
works," said Aimee Baldridge, a
New York-based writer and
photographer who tracks trends
with digital imaging. "I think it's
definitely headed for the
mainstream."

If a picture is worth a thousand
words, a picture with geotagging
can add a few hundred more.

Now, naturalists can map their bird sightings or chart out seal
populations. Archaeologists can mark where they unearth
artifacts. Travelers can wow family and friends and bring life to

slideshows.

"When you add a map to a presentation, you've added another
dimension, especially if you say, "1 took this great trip to China,
and it was 5,000 miles over the course of a month' and they see
a route,"” said Andy Williams, general manager with the photo-

sharing site SmugMug Inc.

Higham has used geotagging to help friends and family track his
yearlong journey around the world and a rafting trip later down

the Colorado River.
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